[Sudden deafness and biometric function analysis of the cervical spine].
Theories concerning the influence of function disturbances of the cervical spine on the development of sudden hearing loss should be re-examined. Forty-eight patients with unilateral sudden hearing loss and 94 controls were examined. X-rays of the cervical spine were made in lateral projection in normal position, and in maximum flexion and extension. The posture and movement of the vertebrae were recorded using a computer digitalization program. Overall mobility of the cervical spine was reduced in the group with sudden hearing loss: reduced movement was found in segments C2/C3, C5/C6, and C6/C7. Segments P0/P1 and C1/C2 were conspicuous by very high standard deviations in the group with sudden hearing loss. The results indicate that sudden hearing loss and function disorders of the cervical spine are related.